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1. School Mission Statement

“Every child can be successful,” and we respect each student's unique trait and potential. Our mission
strives to provide a quality holistic education program through a student centered learning environment
where students use an inquiry learning approach to explore the ever-changing world. Language and
humanity, music and arts. science and technology, innovation and creativity, physical education and
health, environmental and life science are the key learning areas that can inspire our students to achieve
their full potential. Finally, our students will become lifelong competent authentic learners with
international-mindedness. They are willing to contribute their knowledge and skill to make a better
loving and caring world.

2.  School Statement of Language Philosophy

ASIJ believes language is a fundamental element of identity and culture and the basis for thinking,
communicating, learning, and viewing the world. Our goal is to encourage language as a lifelong
process promoting academic and social growth in all aspects of the school community.

All students are encouraged to incorporate the Learner Profile as they work toward creating a better
and more peaceful world. All teachers are language teachers and all classes incorporate language
through reading, speaking, writing, and listening for a number of purposes. Utilizing an inquiry and
project-based learning approach of the MYP curriculum framework, students explore language and
work toward becoming global communicators.

We firmly believe that through the development of language, students can develop and incorporate the
attributes of the learner profile better.

Students learn about and explore the world around them using language as a tool
for inquiry.

Knowledgeable | Students discover knowledge by learning through language.

Through the development of language, students develop their higher-order

Inquirers

Thinker oo e
tniers cognitive abilities.
. Students can communicate through a variety of mediums using different
Communicators
languages.
A Students understand how their use of language can affect others, and the
Principled

importance of respecting home and family language and culture.

Students gain insight into culture through language learning, understanding, and
being open-minded about cultural differences.

Students understand how overcoming language barriers through multilingualism
can allow us to understand and be inclusive towards each other.

Students can try their best to communicate in unfamiliar languages and with new
friends.

Through multilingualism, students have a broader sense of culture and the world
around them.

Reflective Students can use language as a tool to effectively reflect on their learning.

Open-minded

Caring

Risk-takers

Balanced
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3. School Language Profile

In ASJ, as at 1% September 2023, total number of MYP students enrolled are 325 , Chinese is their
mother tongue.

Multilingualism

At ASJ, we recognize multilingualism as a fact, a right, and a resource for learning. Multilingualism
refers to linguistic ability in more than one language. It is a means of developing a student’s
international-mindedness, developing students' ability to communicate with a diverse range of people,
and giving cultural insights into both their own culture and that of other people. Students who are
multilingual have increased cognitive ability and in particular, have an improved capacity to think
about and analyze language structures and patterns.

Language of Instruction

Languages of teaching and learning at ASJ include English and Chinese. Bilingual teachers teach
classes, and the balance of Chinese and English will be adjusted based on the development needs of
the students. The language of communication with our families and communities is bilingual in English
and Chinese. We encourage students’ multi-language development. They will be offered the
opportunity to learn a language and culture other than English and Chinese in the school’s Extra
Curriculum Activity Program as well.

Language and literature

In language & literature, courses develop skills in six areas; listening, speaking, reading, writing,
viewing, and presenting. This course is aimed towards students working in their Home language or
those who have demonstrated language skills necessary to work at a proficient level within that
language. Chinese Language and literature is offered in ASJ.

Language acquisition

Language Acquisition provides a linguistic approach for students who are studying a new language or
second language. Teaching and learning in the language acquisition subject group is organized into
three levels of proficiency. Each level focuses on two phases. In total, there are six phases that indicate
the ability of each student in that language. Students in Language acquisition are placed in an
appropriate class for their phase to ensure materials are appropriate for their ability.

Language acquisition classes are part of our core curriculum and students have the opportunity to study
at least one language other than their mother tongue. Learning languages beyond their mother tongue
develops students’ international-mindedness by increasing students’ understanding of others’
perspectives and cultures. At ASJ, we offer phased English course.
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English as a second language learning

We recognize that learning an additional language is an important part of international mindedness. It
not only helps students’ communication skills but gives them an insight into the thinking and
perspectives of others.

We determine MYP students’ language acquisition phase by the following:

® Screening prior English knowledge and skills by the placement test and interview

® Determining an appropriate Language Acquisition phase

® Monitoring progress through the phases

® Reviewing progress to determine students move through phases

At ASJ, in order to better support and cater students’ learning diversity, we have mixed ability classes
in each of the year grade from Grade 7 to Grade 9, and we arrange differentiated classes for students
in English and Mathematics based on students’ placement test. All students attend the rest of other
courses in the mixed classes. Therefore, the enrollment and class arrangement for each academic year
is as follows:

Grade 7: We have 5 mixed ability classes, except for English and Mathematics, students are
differentiated to different classes based on their English and Mathematics placement test.

Grade 8: We have 4 mixed ability classes, except for English and mathematics, students are
differentiated to different classes based on their English and Mathematics placement test.

Grade 9: We have 3 mixed ability classes, except for English and mathematics, students are
differentiated to different classes based on their English and Mathematics placement test.

All students have the flexibility to move through different phases according to their progress.

Support for Mother TonguesFHE 7 ¥

In ASJ, we recognize that a strong level of knowledge and understanding in the student’s mother
tongue is vital to the student’s development of an additional language. We support our families whose
mother tongue is not Chinese. The majority of non-native Chinese speakers at ASJ speak English as
their mother tongue. Currently, we have few students whose mother tongue are English. If there are
sufficient numbers of English home language students enrolled in ASJ, then the school will consider
introducing MYP language literature for English.

As for now, we encourage our parents and students to speak and develop their mother tongue at home.
This strengthens the child’s language skills while instilling a sense of importance in his/her culture.
Furthermore, we aim to support students and families in the maintenance and development of both
mother tongue language and literacy skills. This includes the active support and development of the
mother tongue through recognizing and celebrating various mother tongue languages throughout the
schools, assisting parents in accessing materials in the mother tongue, and providing extended mother
tongue resources.
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How students are supported in their mother tongue:

e To support student and family communication, the school news account and other school
notices are made available in Chinese and English. Parent/teacher meetings and other phone or
in-person communication are also available in Chinese and English.

e The library includes materials that support the continued use of the mother tongues of our
students.

e Supporting the use of mother tongues to discuss, outline, and plan work, and when appropriate
and translatable, demonstrate conceptual understanding and skills in mother tongues.

4. Language Teaching and Learning Practice

We believe that our language approach should encourage our students to become action-oriented
lifelong learners, readers, and writers who understand that access to the world is deeply connected to
one’s ability to communicate. With this access and understanding one can become an agent of change
using acquired knowledge as well as critical, creative, and independent thinking skills to be individuals
who affect change and work to build a more peaceful world. Language is a vehicle for thought,
creativity, self-expression, and social interaction.

Teaching and learning approaches & practices

In order to provide students with an authentic and diverse language learning experience, teachers will:
e Use the MYP aims and objectives as best practice
e Set goals based on an outcome of proficient communication, regardless of a student’s starting

point or background in the language

Include aspects of culture as part of the curriculum

Employ an interactive approach to language learning

Integrate the skill areas of listening, speaking, reading, writing, and viewing

Embed grammatical structures and vocabulary development within an instruction

Use formative assessments to drive instruction

Design instruction for authentic summative assessment

Provide opportunities for students to take action within the larger community

The following practices are been encouraged and observed by the school to ensure multi-lingual
exposure to its student community in and beyond the academic rigor:
e Bauhinia” Culture and Art Festival (Annual Event)
MYP Subject Exhibition (Annual Event)
MYP Chinese Speech Contest
Battle of Books (Chinese and English)
World Scholar Cup (International Event)
Reading Program
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Strategies to Support Teachers and Students

All educators in the ASJ are responsible for the development of student language. Therefore, teachers,
administrators, media specialists, and support staff will engage in ongoing professional development
to continue to improve literacy instruction.

All students in the MYP are supported in language development by holistic instruction through inquiry-
based instruction. The bilingual teachers will support students’ language development based on their
English and Chinese needs of the students.

Differentiated practices are noted in instructional units to meet diverse learning preferences.
e Differentiation: Differentiated learning through customizing the difficulty level of content,
providing customized resources, and extended time for completion of assignments.
e Peer learning: Students are divided into mixed groups where they support each other to ensure
better proficiency across the fundamental language skills.
e English Differentiated Classes: Students who are working at a high phase in English, teachers
will use strategies to support their development.

5. Admission and Language Assessment

ASJ accepts students holding Macao, Hong Kong, and other international passports in accordance with
admissions guidelines on space availability. All students are required to take the school placement test
at the time of enrollment and each academic year. Students will be placed in differentiated classes
based on their placement test. At this stage school does not offer language literature in English, if there
are sufficient numbers of English home language students enrolled, school will consider it. Also,
school does not offer bilingual MYP diploma. Students who have higher level in English will be
encouraged to develop their English skills through the bilingual teachers and through differentiation
within their English classes.

While language acquisition follows distinct stages, students’ rate of acquisition varies greatly from
individual to individual. Therefore, ASJ teachers assess all language skills (reading, writing, listening,
and speaking) frequently, differentiating through scaffolding or extension as required. Formative and
summative assessments in the classroom provide information on language growth in accordance with
the assessment guidance and rubrics of the IB.
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6. Process of Language Policy Development and Revision

The language policy development and revision will be led by school leaders, administrators, and
relevant teachers and they will review the language policy at the start of each academic year. ASJ has
appointed a group of representatives who will be responsible for evaluating the implementation of this
Language Policy in the classrooms and throughout the school. This group will meet annually to review
and revise this policy. After being approved by the entire school’s community, it is to be published on
the school’s website and other platforms.

The review committee ensures that any revision to the policy is coherent with the beliefs and values

of the IB, the school’s philosophy towards language and language teaching, changes in student and
community demographics, or other circumstances, which justify the need for revision.

7. Communicating the Policy

The Language Policy is available to all staff, students, and families. It’s regularly communicated to
the whole school community. The Language Policy is communicated to the school community using

a variety of forums as mentioned below :

e Orientation workshops for parents and teachers
e School website

e Managebac

e Dingtalk (school communication portal)
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