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1. Language Learning in the PYP

QOur language learning targets

Learn the language

,we promote inquiry- based authentic language learning develop the skills of listening, speaking,
Reading, writing and media literacy

Learn about language
,as students develop an understanding of how it works;

Learn through language
,as students interrelate the skills of listening, speaking, reading, writing and media literacy. They
use it as a tool to understand, think, and reflect.

2. The role of language to promote and provoke international-
mindedness and transdisciplinary learning

International-mindedness is a continuous process of growth and development. It is infused
throughout the PYP frameworks, disseminated and reflected upon throughout the units of inquiry
with language. Furthermore, learners have access to diverse, culturally informative reading
material and expansive learning and teaching resources in multimedia formats. In total, these
provide all learners the dispositions and skills to develop international mindedness.

3. Language Profile

This semester, PYP has 307 students. Chinese is their mother tongue. Over 30% students can
speak Cantonese. English is their additional language. Most students in ASJ can communicate and
express themselves in their mother tongue as well as English.

Multilingualism

At ASJ, we recognize multilingualism as a fact, a right, and a resource for learning.
Multilingualism refers to linguistic ability in more than one language. It is a mean of developing
students’ international mindedness, developing students’ ability to communicate with a diverse
range of people, and giving cultural insights into both their own culture and that of other people.
Students who are multilingual have increased cognitive ability and in particular, have an improved
capacity to think about and analyze language structures and patterns.

Language of Instruction

Languages of teaching and learning at ASJ include English and Chinese. Bilingual teachers teach
classes, and the balance of Chinese and English will be adjusted based on the development needs
of the students. The language of communication with our families and communities is bilingual
in English and Chinese. We encourage students’ multi-language development. They will be
offered opportunities to learn a language and culture other than English and Chinese in the
school’s Extra Curriculum Activity Programme as well.

e Both Chinese and English are taught extensively to students as independent language courses.
e Science and Mathematics are taught in English.
e Music, Art, PE teachers use both Chinese and English in their sessions.
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Mother Tongue Support

ASJ recognizes that mother tongue is an integral part of an individual’s identity and it is important
to affirm value and promote students' mother tongues. It also recognizes the need for developing
and maintaining student’s mother tongues. This belief encourages the attributes identified in the
IB learner profile, as well as promotes responsible action and international-mindedness. The
school recognizes that multilingualism is an essential aspect of the typical classroom at ASJ. The
mother tongue programme plays an important role in developing and affirming the student’s
personality and identity.

e The school library has bilingual books. Students are encouraged to borrow books from the
library on a regular basis.

e ASJ celebrates Chinese, Cantonese, Mother tongue days -- Bauhinia Festival, which are a week
- long celebration of the richness of these languages. A variety of games, quizzes, Dramas etc.,
are organized in the school.

e The school also has presentations in the school assembly in Chinese, Cantonese and English.
These presentations highlight the richness and culture of the language through music, dance,
speech etc.

e The linguistic diversity of the school community is a rich resource for the mother tongue
programme and the school makes active use of it in such opportunities.

e The parent community is also actively encouraged to collaborate, develop and maintain the
mother tongue of their child and encouraged to view English as an additive and not a subtractive
language.

Additional English Language Support

Almost all students are second language learners of English. The school recognizes that learning
a second language is a developmental process that occurs over time. Hence, the school provides
an ESL programme for students from early years onwards. A lot of focus is emphasized on
understanding English through listening, speaking, reading and writing exercises progressively in
conjunction with IB PYP language scope and sequence document. We at ASJ continue to remain
committed to support students with remedial support to learning language, learning about
language and learning through language.

We determine PYP students’ language acquisition phase by the following:

e Screening prior English knowledge and skills by the placement test and interview
e Determining an appropriate Language Acquisition phase

e Monitoring progress through the phases

e Reviewing progress to determine students move through phases

At ASJ, in order to better support and cater students’ learning diversity, we arrange differentiated
classes for students in English and Mathematics based on students’ placement test. At the same
time, at grade 5-6, the students are divided based on students’ English proficiency for
differentiated teaching. At grade 1-4, the students are divided into classes randomly. Becasue of
the small size of classes, we don‘t differentiate student according to their English ability, instead
we offer extra English review classes at ECA time for those who has the need of learning English.
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G1-4: each grade has one or two classes. Students are divided into classes on an equal basis.
Students learn in a diverse environment. Teachers use a differentiated teaching method in the class
to ensure that students in the class are learning at a level that is appropriate for them. At the same
time, for students in the class who have particular difficulties learning English, the school provides
English reviewing classes during ECA time to help them.

G5: We have two classes. Students are differentiated to two classes based on their English and
Mathematics placement test.

G6: we have four classes, which are divided according to their English and math scores on the

entrance test. At the same time, the four classes are divided into six tiers based on students' English
proficiency for differentiated teaching.

Teaching and Planning Practices

We employ a variety of teaching styles and learning techniques to enable students to access to the
whole curriculum, to cater for the variety of learning styles within each class and to ensure the
progression and reinforcement of skills and concepts.

We expect teachers to:

Present language through meaningful and authentic contexts

Use a wide variety of teaching and assessment strategies

Provide a balanced language programme as laid out in the PYP scope and sequence document
Structure teaching and learning situations so that students have opportunities for success
Provide challenges to students by giving them opportunities to reach their full potential
Publish student work

Use questions as a tool for learning

Give students the opportunity to work in a variety of ways — whole class, groups (of differing
sizes and composition), as pairs and individually, according to their needs, the nature of the
activity and the learning objectives

¢ Build students’ confidence and self-esteem and enable them to become effective language users
e C(Creating an environment where all students can make progress at their own pace

Admissions, Placement and Tracking

We assess applicants through multidimensional assessment procedures, which include testing for
English proficiency, appraisal of past records and current academic levels, student’s literacy or
language readiness skills and observation of emotional and social development.

We place students in appropriate instructional settings based on the data of our assessment
procedures. We conduct regular assessments of students’ academic and language
accomplishments and needs. We collect representative samples of students’ work to document
linguistic and academic growth in language. We communicate clearly with parents regarding
students’ accomplishments and needs as they progress through the grades.

For more detail, see our “Assessment & Reporting Policy”
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6. Process of Language Policy Development and Revision

The Language Policy development and revision will be led by school leaders, administrators, and
relevant teachers and they will review the policy at the start of each academic year. ASJ has
appointed a group of representatives who will be responsible for evaluating the implementation
of this Language Policy in the classrooms and throughout the school. This group will meet
annually to review and revise this policy. After being approved by the entire school’s community,
it is to be published on the school’s website and other platform.

The review committee ensures that any revision to the policy is coherent with the beliefs and
values of the IB, the school’s philosophy towards language and language teaching, changes in
student and community demographics, or other circumstances, which justify the need for revision.

7. Communicating the Policy

The Language Policy is available to all staff, students, and families. It’s regularly communicated
to the whole school community. The Language Policy is communicated to the school community
using a variety of forums as mentioned below:

Orientation workshops for parents and teachers

School website

Managebac

Dingtalk (school communication portal)
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